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GEMINIDS METEOR SHOWER OBSERVATION 

 

The ultimate meteor shower of the year, GEMINIDS METEOR SHOWER was on peak on December 13/14, 2018, around 

the world and SPACE Chennai conducted a study & observation of this celestial event at Yelagiri hills. Geminids being 

one of the best and reliable meteor shower of the year with around 120 meteors per hour can also show bright fireballs 

to watch out for.  

SPACE Chennai conducted this event for a group of students of Jain Public School, Chennai and few astronomy 

enthusiasts. The event was conducted at dark skies of YMCA Camp in Yelagiri Hills which is placed well away from the 

light pollution of cities and thus provides a great sky viewing experience. 

The event was for 2 Days and 1 Night where people were introduced to the concept of meteor showers and methods 

of recording it. They also learnt to use sky maps while finding major constellations and stars in the night sky. In their 

leisure time they explored the camp site and relaxed themselves with the bonfire and tuning their feet with the music.  

Along with the Meteor shower observation, lunar and planetary observation was also conducted where everyone 

viewed the Moon, Mars and some deep sky objects through the Dobsonian telescopes. 

Why Geminids meteor shower is special? 

- Best Zenithal Hourly Rate (ZHR) – around 120 Meteors per hour, highest for any meteor shower of the year 

- Most Reliable Meteor Shower as it is seen every year nearly about same time. 

- Meteor Activity is increasing every year as the average number of meteors observed per year are increasing. 

- Winter sky offers good sky conditions to watch out for meteors 

- Meteors are very bright. 

Number of Participants  

1. 28 students of Jain Public School accompanied by 3 teachers 

2. Group of 6 Astronomy enthusiasts 

 

Observation Report 

The sky was cloudy for the maximum part of the night but around 60 meteors along with the 2 fireballs (big meteors 

which are very bright and can be seen for few seconds) were observed by the group. Also, Comet 46P/ Wirtanen was 

captured just 2 days before its closest approach to Earth. 

Apart from comet observation, visitors also observed the Moon and planet Mars along with some of the deep sky 

objects like Orion Nebula, Pleiades Cluster and Andromeda Galaxy through the telescope. 

 

 

Kids enjoyed watching Moon and Mars through the 

telescope 

Visitors were explained about the sky maps and how 

to use it to find constellations 
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Visitors used the planisphere and did constellation 

hunting 

Visitors observed Orion nebula through telescope 

A geminids fireball captured by one of the visitors 

with Ursa Major constellation 
Visitors did the astrophotography and clicked Orion 

constellation 

Comet 46P Wirtanen along with Pleiades cluster 

clicked by the SPACE team 

Polar star trails made by SPACE team 
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Orion constellation, Pleiades star cluster, Hyades 

cluster and comet 46P/ Wirtanen captured by Mr. 

Neeraj Ladia  

Visitors enjoyed making paper rockets and gave it 

innovative names 

Students enjoyed making paper rockets with simple 

tools 

Students excited to display their self-made rockets 
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Visitors observed the sun through the telescope Visitors were explained about the safe observation of 

the sun 

Visitors launched their own made rocket using air 

pressure 

Excited group of visitors after launching their rockets 

Visitors observed the sun through the telescope using 

proper solar filters 

Visitors were explained about the safe observation of 

the sun 

Visitors were felicitated with participation certificates Young Stargazers were happy to receive their 

certificates 
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FEEDBACK 

For conducting the Geminids Meteor shower observation, SPACE team got the amazing feedback from the 

participants. Quoting some of them here: 

 “It was altogether a different experience with the world of space during night hours and we along with students had 

good learning & understanding of constellations, stars etc. Rocketry show was my favourite one and I thank space for 

having organised this programme for us.” – Ms. Hemavathy Prasanna, Coordinator 

“Amazing Experience! Loved our camping with Space Chennai. Thanks Neeraj for a wonderful evening and helping us 

to brief about meteors!” – Ms. Neethu Josephine, Participant  

“Extremely well-coordinated event, thoroughly enjoyed. Learnt a lot of new things. It was unfortunate that was a bit 

cloudy but great company and amazing experience. Shall come back soon.” – Mr. Mithun Prabhu, Visitor 

 “Extremely well-coordinated event, thoroughly enjoyed. Learnt a lot of new things. It was unfortunate that was a bit 

cloudy but great company and amazing experience. Shall come back soon.” – Mr. Mithun Prabhu, Visitor 

“It was fun. We learned some many new things. I had fun throughout our journey. I hope we can come back again for 

2 to 3 days.” – Ms. A. Aditi Surana, Student, Jain Public School 

 

 

 


